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School of Integrated Science and Humanity

The FIU Women’s Studies Center promotes scholarly inquiry
related to women and gender. Through interdisciplinary
courses in women’s studies and cross-listed courses in other
disciplines, the center enhances the student’s knowledge
about women, feminism, and the significance of gender in
diverse cultures and contexts.
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Women’s Studies Annual Report 2012-13

Director’s Message
With my first year as the director of the Women’s Studies Center at FIU behind me, I’m excited to share our major
accomplishments from the 2011-2012 academic year.
Prior to assuming the directorship of Women’s Studies, I spent 25 years as a physics professor at FIU. Some
might wonder what a physics professor can bring to the dialogue about women and gender issues. I’m very
proud to share with you that I was the first female physics professor in Florida. I’ve long been committed to the
empowerment, betterment and success of all women and engaging in intelligent dialogues about gender issues.
So I feel very honored that the faculty of Women’s Studies have expressed their trust in me by electing me as the
director of the center after my tenure as interim director.
So while I may very well be the first physics professor to take the helm of a Women’s Studies Center, I actually
think it’s an ideal fit for our efforts at FIU. As many of you know, the College of Arts & Sciences was reorganized
into thematic schools to encourage collaboration among all disciplines, particularly the natural sciences, physical
sciences, social sciences and humanities. As part of the School of Integrated Science and Humanity, the Women’s
Studies Center engages faculty throughout the university, in all disciplines, to foster intellectual exchange.
In the pages of this report, we’ll share with you our recent accomplishments, including the fact that we graduated
21 students in the past academic year and raised $30,000 to fund the Women in Science series. In addition,
FIU was awarded a more than $570,000 National Science Foundation grant to increase the participation and
advancement of women in academic science and engineering careers, an initiative that the Women’s Studies
Center has been instrumental in promoting. In addition, we hosted and co-sponsored a myriad of events for
students, faculty and the community. I encourage you to explore the pages of this annual report to find out more.
Warm Regards,

Yesim Darici
Director, Women’s Studies Center
Associate Professor of Physics
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STuDenTS

SPOTLiGHT
Jesse Sánchez

Kiamesha Jones

Lis-Marie Alvarado
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Lis-Marie Alvarado

Born in New York, she moved with her family to Orlando

Degrees: B.A. in Women’s Studies and
B.A. in Sociology/Anthropology

where she attended high school. In 2008, she enrolled at
FIU and credits the student body’s diversity and the campus
environment with convincing her to become a Panther.

Certificates: Latin American and Caribbean Studies,

A former Girl Scout, Jones credits her involvement with

and African and African Diaspora Studies.

the girls’ educational program as the force that fueled her

2012 StartingBloc fellow
Lis-Marie Alvarado is the membership education and
women’s organizer with WeCount! in Homestead, Fla. She
coordinates the women’s sector within the organization,
including leadership development, political education and other

passion for volunteer work. As an undergraduate at FIU, she
volunteered as an America Reads tutor and was chapter
director of “Strong Women, Strong Girls,” where she mentored
elementary-age girls to develop skills for lifelong success. She
was also a member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and served
as chapter president.

group activities of the Las Comadres sectoral committee of

“I love the moment when you’re helping someone else and you

WeCount!. She also coordinates the provision of English as a

see it in their face they appreciate what you’re doing for them,”

second language, computer literacy, Spanish language literacy

Jones said. “If you can help someone, then you need to step

training for local immigrants as well as mentoring the youth.

up and do it.”

She is a member of the board of directors of the National
Day Laborer Organizing Network, the Student Farmworker

Jones hopes to start nursing school in 2013 and will work parttime at a local hospital or in the social services field.

Alliance, MiLola, and was appointed by Miami-Dade County
Commissioner Dennis C. Moss to the county Commission
for Women. She also is involved with the National Black
Immigrant Network, the Florida Immigrant Coalition, Seed305,
the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, and the National Latina
Institute for Reproductive Justice. This year, in solidarity with

Jesse Sánchez
Degrees: B.A. in Women’s Studies,
minor in sociology/anthropology
Certificate: Global Media Communications

farmworkers, she participated in a six-day water fast insisting

Jesse Sánchez began his TV career at WLRN (PBS) in 2004

that Publix – Florida’s largest corporation – recognize the

as a high school journalist, where he reported and anchored

humanity of the workers who pick its tomatoes and join the

cable show “Teens Connected.” In 2006, Jesse joined Miami’s

CIW’s Fair Food Program. She was also in Alabama, Georgia,

FOX station WSVN, where he worked as a news writer for

and Mississippi fighting against anti-immigrant laws and

the morning newscast “Today in Florida.” In 2007, Jesse

training the community to defend their rights. As well, she

took on a new role at WFOR, the CBS owned and operated

continues to be a host of the Madre Tierra radio show on FIU

station in Miami. He served as an associate news producer,

student radio.

field producer, and assignment editor. He was responsible
for planning the weekend news coverage, assisting in the
execution of the evening news. One of Jesse’s story ideas won

Kiamesha Jones

a Emmy Award in 2009. After 3 years at CBS, Jesse made

Degrees: B.A. in Women’s Studies, minor in social welfare.
Kiamesha Jones, ’12, a women’s studies major and social
welfare minor, is setting her sights on helping women
through nursing.
“My undergraduate education gave me the basic skill sets I

the jump from behind the scenes to in front of the camera
again, and joined RCN Television Group/NTN24 News where
he currently serves as an entertainment and lifestyle news
reporter. Jesse graduated Magna Cum Laude from Florida
International University in spring of 2012.

need to move forward in a medical or non-profit career,” Jones
said. “Because of my involvement with ‘Strong Women, Strong
Girls,’ I knew then I wanted to dedicate my career to improving
the livelihoods of women.”
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Alumni

SPOTLIGHT
Francesca Menes
Francesca is the Policy and Advocacy Coordinator with the Florida Immigrant
Coalition (FLIC), was born and raised in Miami, Fla. in the community of
Little Haiti. In 2008, she graduated Cum Laude from FIU. Francesca majored
in political science and women’s studies; minored in philosophy, and was
a 2008 Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Scholar. She is pursuing her
master’s degree in public administration at FIU.
At FLIC, her primary responsibilities are coordinating the Florida Wage Theft
Task Force and building the capacity of the coalition’s Afro-Caribbean allied
organizations. She also conducts strategic legislative targeting and policy
analysis for the different campaigns led by FLIC and its member organizations.
Previously, Francesca was the coordinator of a national network of organizations
fighting for the designation of Haiti to a Temporary Protected Status. Additionally,
she is the FLIC representative to the Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition,
the State Voices Florida 501(c) (3) Civic Engagement Table, the Florida Voter
Protection Working Group, and the National Black Immigration Network (BIN)
where she is a member of the Steering Committee. Francesca also serves as a
member on the Board of Directors of South Florida Jobs with Justice and serves
as a member of the Miami-Dade County Commission for Women appointed by
Commissioner Sally A. Heyman, and was recently elected as the 2012-2013
second vice-chairwoman.

Julio Capó Jr.

Ayesha Quirke
Julio received his Ph.D. in history and a

Ayesha Quirke graduated Cum Laude from

graduate certificate in women’s studies in

FIU in 2005. She earned a Bachelor of Arts

2011. Immediately following graduation, he

in International Relations with a Certificate

accepted a postdoctoral position at Yale

in Women’s Studies. In 2007, she

University’s programs in Ethnicity, Race, and

completed the FIU Graduate Certificate in

Migration and American Studies. In Spring

Conflict Resolution and Consensus

2012, Capó designed and taught a course

Building. Ayesha has been awarded the

titled “Latina/o Sexualities.” He has also been

Thomas R. Pickering Graduate Foreign

revising his dissertation, titled “‘It’s Not Queer to Be Gay:’ Miami

Affairs Fellowship funded by the U.S. Department of State. She

and the Emergence of the Gay Rights Movement, 1945 – 1995,”

will begin her Master’s in International Policy Studies at the

for publication. The manuscript offers new interpretations of

Monterey Institute of International Studies next fall after

queer, Latina/o, ethnic, and immigration history. It reinterprets the

spending the summer at Middlebury College’s Arabic Language

gay movement in the United States by factoring how sexuality

School. In addition to financial support for her graduate

influenced not only constructions of race, ethnicity, and gender,

education, the Pickering Fellowship will allow Ayesha to

but also international phenomena such as immigration and foreign

participate in two summer internships: one at the State

policy. He has since accepted a tenure-track position in the

Department in Washington D.C. and another at a U.S. Embassy

Department of History and the Commonwealth Honors College at

abroad. Ayesha’s goal is to join the Foreign Service as a Public

the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Capó’s graduate work

Diplomacy Officer. Congratulations, Ayesha!

in women’s studies facilitated many of these opportunities — both
in his teaching and research — and has encouraged him to
maintain a multi-tiered and intersectional framework in his
analyses of gender, sexuality, ethnicity and race.
6
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Faculty

SPOTLIGHT
Barrett’s ‘Magpies’
wins 2011 Florida Book Awards for Fiction
The 6th annual Florida Book Awards announced the best of 2011 in Children’s
Literature, Florida Non-Fiction, General Fiction, Poetry, Popular Fiction, Visual
Arts, and Young Adult. Carnegie Mellon author and Florida International
University faculty member Lynne Barrett’s book of short stories, “Magpies,”
took gold for General Fiction. Her two previous collections of short stories,
“Land of Go” and “The Secret Names of Women,” were also published by
Carnegie Mellon University Press.
The Rumpus book club describes Magpies’s Florida landscape as “. . . a
South Florida of Moorish shopping malls, housing developments built up from
swampland, nightclubs that attract a hard-core populace who subsist on
glossy and gossipy magazines, and moldering Art Deco buildings inhabited
by elderly, once glamorous women, who die alone and forgotten. Even in the
most urban of Barrett’s stories, the landscape is ‘full of buzzes and croaks of
unseen creatures.’ One would think that generally warm weather would be
less of an intrusion upon lifestyle. The climate, in fact, is a breeding ground
for menacing hurricanes and epic electrical storms capable of wreaking
havoc and destruction on an annual timetable.”
“In a time of broad ‘experimentation’ in short fiction, what is refreshing about
Lynne Barrett is that her stories have honest-to-goodness plots. Reading
stories which actually tell stories is a satisfying thing,” — Press Director
Gerald Costanzo

Faculty Notes

Congratulations
Ferial Boutaghou’s book is under

The Women’s Studies Center received a

The White House Office of Science

contract: “Monography Occidentalismes.

National Science Foundation Grant for the

and Technology Press tweeted about

Roman historiques post/coloniaux et

Advancement of Women in Science.

Shanon M. Pruden’s highly publicized

identities nationales [occidentalisms.
Post/Colonial Historical Novels, and
national identities] Paris: Honore
Champion.”

Marilyn Hoder Salmon retired after 31
years of service at FIU.
Suzanna M. Rose and Asia Eaton

Kathleen McCormack’s book, “George
Eliot in Society: Travels Abroad and
Sundays at the Priory,” has been
accepted for publication by the Ohio
State University Press.
Jaroslava Miksovska received a
Research 2012 FIU Top Scholar Award.

launched the first-ever formal College

2011 Developmental Science paper.
Nadja Schreiber Compo received the
2011 President’s Council Worlds Ahead
Faculty Award.

of Arts & Sciences Faculty Mentoring

Dionne Stephens received the 2011

Program. This is a much needed and long

Exemplary Course Award for Instructional

awaited service for the advancement of

Development Online Learning Department

women faculty at FIU.

at FIU.
Andrew Strycharski was elected
vice president of the International
Sidney Society.
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FeATureD

eVenTS

eve ensler’s The Vagina Monologues
Florida International University
February 23, 24 and 25, 2012
V-Day is a global activist movement to stop violence against
women and girls. V-Day is a catalyst that promotes creative
events to increase awareness, raise money and revitalize the
spirit of existing anti-violence organizations. V-Day generates
broader attention for the fight to stop violence against women
and girls, including rape, battery, incest, female genital mutilation
(FGM) and sex slavery.
This year WSSA raised $3,028 in ticket and lollipop sales,
donating the funds as follows:
• V-day: $757
• Miami Rescue Mission’s Center for Women and Children: $757
• Kristi House’s GOLD Project: $757
• FIU’s Victim Advocacy Center: $757
Vagina Monologues officers for 2011-2012
• Guadalupe Juarez
• Muffy Barbaran
• Cherilyn Bean
•

8

Zakiya Becca
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11th Annual Women, Sexuality and

this exhibition celebrates women’s economic, political and social

Gender Student Conference

achievements, while at the same time raising political and social

November 9, 2012, GC Ballroom

awareness of the struggles of women worldwide.

For the 11 year in a row, WSGSA coordinated their own crossth

disciplinary conference featuring paper panels, posters, and
artwork submitted by students in support of the conference
them. This year’s conference theme was “Power, Politics, and
Performance.”

Women Who Lead Conference
March 29, 2012, GC Ballroom
Conference designed to enhance the leadership development
of female students at FIU and connect students with women
leaders in their field of interest.

Art exhibition:
“Women and Labor: Sweatshops Around the Globe”
Opening reception March 8, 2012 in the GC Gallery.

Miami Beach Gay Pride Parade

Showing through March 22, 2012

April 15, 2012. Miami Beach, FL

The exhibition “Women and Labor: Sweatshops Around the

The Women’s Studies Center participated in the Miami Beach

Globe” explores in what ways consumer behavior in the Global
North advances the feminization of poverty, or contributes to
women’s empowerment through greater economic freedom,
demonstrating how women globally experience and contribute

Gay Pride this year. The parade brings together members of the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community, their friends,
allies, and supporters in celebration of the unique spirit and
culture of the LGBT community.

to the global economy. Based on research by students from the
spring 2012 Women’s Studies course “Gender Issues Across
the Globe,” the artwork displayed addresses gendered systems

interfaithOuT! Film Series

of exploitive labor practices, and attempts determining ethical

A Film Series aimed at reconciling the faith and LGBTQ

responsibilities for individuals in the Global North to address

communities.

human rights abuses against women workers across the globe.
Marking the 101th anniversary of International Women’s Day,

For a complete list of past events, go to wstudies.fiu.edu
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Partnerships and Collaborations
FIU’s Women’s Studies Center has a strong commitment to

an interdisciplinary program that provides high quality academic

international education. In 2005, the center launched the Gender

education and professional training in the areas of Women’s

and Women’s Studies Across Cultures International Consortium,

Studies, Gender Studies and Equal Opportunities across

which includes Universidad de Granada (Spain); Sidi Mohamed

Europe.

Ben Abdellah University (in Fez, Morocco); Universidad Nacional
de Colombia (in Bogotá) and FIU.

In addition, the Women’s Studies Center has partnered with the
Footprints Foundation. Led by Lorna Owens, the foundation is

In addition to our Consortium, FIU’s Women’s Studies Center

focused on helping save the lives of women and empowering

is part of the GEMMA Master’s Degree in Women’s and Gender

them. Also in 2012, the Women’s Studies Center launched a

Studies in the European Union. This is the first Erasmus Mundus

collaboration with the Yildirim Beyazit University in Turkey.

Master in Women’s and Gender Studies in Europe. GEMMA is

Academic Programs
The FIU Women’s Studies Center sponsors and administers academic degrees, courses, and community programming
pertaining to the study of women of different ethnicities, nationalities, sexual orientations, religions, abilities, and economic
backgrounds. This includes the study of gender expression across time and place, the conventions of femininity and
masculinity, and the experiences of transgender persons.
Bachelor of Arts in Women’s Studies (also online)
The FIU Women’s Studies Center sponsors and administers academic degrees, courses, and community programming pertaining
to the study of women of different ethnicities, nationalities, sexual orientations, religions, abilities, and economic backgrounds. This
includes the study of gender expression across time and place, the conventions of femininity and masculinity, and the experiences
of transgender persons.
Graduate Certificate in Women’s Studies and
Undergraduate Certificate in Women’s Studies (also online)
The certificates in women’s studies provide an opportunity for students to integrate scholarship about gender from a variety
of disciplines into a coherent program of study. The certificate program includes a core of required courses central to an
understanding of women in a social and historical context. The courses provide a basic grounding in women’s studies that should
be useful in many majors and in preparation for graduate study and professional training. The core courses are supplemented by a
variety of electives to be chosen according to the student’s specific interests. Students may enroll in the certificate program or take
courses as electives.
Queer Studies Certificate
Sexuality has historically been more assumed than studied; but the last two decades have seen the emergence of the comparative
study of sexuality, sexual orientation, and sexual expression as categories worthy of sustained academic analysis, alongside
women’s studies and gender and feminist criticism. At the same time, colleges and universities across the United States, and
indeed around the world, have seen a significant increase in student interest and activism around issues of particular concern to
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and Queer or Questioning individuals and communities (LGBTIQ).
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Grants and

Fellowships

ADVANCE, NSF Grant

Pruden, Shanon M.

The ACE (Awareness, Commitment, and Empowerment) project
is a partnership between FIU and the University of Michigan,
funded by the National Science Foundation, that will facilitate
the hiring, retention, and promotion of women scientists using
education and changes in departmental practices.

(PI), TEAM UP for Kids: Teaching Educators to Advance Math/
Science in Underserved and Underrepresented Populations. The
Ware Foundation, $100,000.

Funded by the National Science Foundation, 9/1/11-8/31/14, for
the amount of $573,419
PI: Suzanna Rose and Co-PIs: Yesim Darici, Rosemary HickeyVargas, Asia Eaton.

Rose, Suzanna M.
(Co-PI), Opening the Gateways: The High Tech-High Touch
Initiative: Improving Student Success in Math, Writing, and
Reading. U. S. Department of Education Title V Grant (Kenneth
Furton, PI; co-PIs, Douglas Robertson, Gisela Casines),
10/2010-9/2015, $2.9M. $580,000 annually.
(PI), Parents as Teachers, The Children’s Trust, Miami, 8/08-7/11,
$300,000.

Bauman, Whitney
US-Indonesia Travel Grant, USINDO, Summer 2012, $2,000.

(PI), Parents as Teachers Program, The Children’s Trust, Miami,
4/06-7/14, $696,738.

Boutaghou, Ferial Maya
Grant by University of Orleans as visiting Assistant Professor,
$7,800.
Miksovska, Jaroslava
(PI), Conformational Dynamics in Hexa-coordinated
Hemoglobins Florida Department of Health, James & Esther
King Foundation, New Investigator Research Grant. 07/2010 –
07/2013, $387,063.
(PI), Conformational Dynamics Associated with Ca2+ binding to
DREAM Protein. National Science Foundation, MCB, 07/2010 –
07/2013, $523,223.

(PI), Lifestyle, Exercise, Attitude, Nutrition (LEAN)/Triple P Level
4 Group Lifestyle Program, funded by The Children’s Trust,
Miami,8/11-7/14, $449,463.
Schreiber Compo, Nadja
(PI), 2012 Understanding rapport-building in investigative
interviews: Does rapport’s effect on witness memory and
suggestibility depend on the interviewer? (Jenna Kieckhaefer
Co-PI). NIJ Ph.D. Graduate Research Fellowship, $25,000.

Stephens, Dionne		
(Co-PI), Tailoring an Intervention with Parents in Rural Areas to
Reduce HPV Transmission Role and Effort. Agency: National
Institutes of Health’s National Institute of Nursing Research,
$100,000.

W o m e n ’ s S t u d i e s C e n t e r A n n u a l R e p o rt 2 0 11 - 1 2
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Service
Darici, Yesim

Rochelson, Meri-Jane

Guest Editor and author of an article for American Physical
Society newsletter of the CSWP (Committee on Status of Women
in Physics) and COM (Committee on Minorities).

President, Nineteenth-Century Studies Association, 2006-2012.

Title: Community and Learning Environment Matters for a
Successful Undergraduate Program. Published, Fall 2011.

Member of the Women’s Caucus of the Association for Jewish
Studies.

Working with Terra environmental research Institute high school.
Organized summer research programs for Terra students for
summer 2012.

Organized and hosted the visit by Martha Vicinus to FIU, with
generous sponsorship from the Women’s Studies Center and the
English Department.

Division Coordinator: Modern Jewish Literature, Association for
Jewish Studies, 2009-present.

Participant in FIU Upward Bound program for summer 2012.
Rose, Suzanna M.
Eaton, Asia

Member, Board, FIU Research Foundation, 2011-present.

WSGSA Conference Panel Discussant at FIU November 2011.

Member, Board, Health Care Network, FIU, 2011-present.

Discussant on panel “Politics of the Public and Private” in 11th
Annual Women, Sexuality, and Gender Student Association
Conference.

Member, Building Committee, Science Classroom Complex,
2009-present.

Women’s Studies Rep on FIU’s 2012 Women Who Lead Planning
Committee 2011-2012.
Assists the FIU Women’s Center in developing and creating the
2012 Women Who Lead Conference for undergraduates.
Co-Founder and Organizer of CAS Faculty Mentoring Program at
FIU 2011-2012.
Created and organized the first-ever formal faculty mentoring
program for tenure-track faculty at FIU in the College of Arts and
Sciences (CAS).
(2011, November). Women to watch: Florida’s entrepreneurial
leaders. Keynote speaker presenting research findings at the FIU
College of Business Administration’s Women to Watch: Florida’s
Entrepreneurial Leaders 2011 Event.
Ad Hoc Journal Reviewer for The American Journal of Political
Science (AJPS), Political Research Quarterly (PRQ), Sex Roles: A
Journal of Research Psychology of Women Quarterly (PWQ).
Moura-Kocoglu, Michaela
Council Member NZSA New Zealand Studies Association.
Pruden, Shannon M.
Served on invited Faculty Panel for “Burning Questions of the
Professoriate” at the biennial Cognitive Development Society
meeting, Philadelphia, PA.
Other faculty members on panel included Susan Gelman
(University of Michigan), Laurence Steinberg (Temple University),
Vikram Jaswal (University of Virginia), Stella Lourenco (Emory
University), Anna Shusterman (Wesleyan University), Susan
Wagner Cook (Univeristy of Iowa), and Susan Graham (University
of Calgary). It was chaired by Howard Kurtzman (APA).
12

Member, Core Facilities Committee, Division of Research,
2011-present.
Academic Advisory Board, Center for Leadership, College of
Business Administration, 2009-present.
Editorial Board, Sex Roles: A Journal of Research, 2002-present.
Distinguished Reviewer, Psychology of Women Quarterly,
2009-present.
Editorial Board, International Journal for Women and Gender
Research, (Research Journal, Bundelkhand University, India),
2007-present.
Editorial Board, Women’s Forum (Research Journal, Univ. of
Sindh, Pakistan), 2007-present.
Simpson, Caroline
Member of the American Astronomical Society’s Committee on
the Status of Women in Astronomy since 2007 (second term
ends June 2013).
Co-editor of the weekly AASWomen Newsletter that is sent to
more than 1,000 subscribers each week.
Article on unconscious bias for STATUS, a magazine published
by the AAS: “Unconscious Bias”, Caroline Simpson, STATUS,
January 2012.
Stephens, Dionne
2012 Institute for Feminist Academic Psychologists Fellow
American Psychological Association and Division 35: The
Society for the Psychology of Women.
Strycharski, Andrew
Vice President of the International Sidney Society.

W o m e n ’ s S t u d i e s C e n t e r A n n u a l R e p o rt 2 0 11 - 1 2

Donor

Spotlight
Mine Ucer
The Women in Science Series was recently launched
thanks to a generous gift by Mine Ucer. The speaker
series hopes to promote the awareness, participation
and advancement of women pursuing academic careers
in science. Many of FIU’s science departments will be
bringing speakers to highlight women in the sciences.
Mine was born in Ankara, Turkey. After completing an
Economics degree at Gazi University in Ankara, she
worked at the British Embassy as a commercial officer.
Mine and her husband are passionate about expanding
the reach of education in Turkey and elsewhere. They
support valuable projects aimed at bright high school and
university students from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Mine takes a special interest in projects targeting the
education of girls and young women. Through Mine
Ucer’s gift, the Women in Science series will continue to
host speakers through 2014.

Thank you
Women’s Studies Donors
Dawn Addy

Catherine Fahringer

Suzanna M. Rose

Marjorie Adler

Lorna Owens

Judith Stiehm

Glenda (Rusty) Belote

Joyce Peterson

Mine Ucer
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By THe

nuMBerS

10 38 21

Number of women scientists
hired by FIU during the
2011-12 academic year

Women’s Studies
majors

Women’s Studies
graduates

54
71
853
$573,436

Number of presentations
hosted by Women’s Studies

Affiliated faculty with
Women’s Studies
Students enrolled in
Women’s Studies courses
3000

National Science
Foundation grant
to increase the participation and advancement
of women in academic science and
engineering careers

2500

2000

1500

1000

500

Upper Level
Credit Hours
2007-2008

35

Number of articles,
chapters and books by
Women’s Studies faculty
14

2008-2009

2009-2010

1

Number of research articles
by FIU faculty retweeted by
the White House
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2010-2011

2011-2012

$

$30,000

Amount raised to
fund the Women in
Science Series

0

Board of

advisors
Lorna Owens is a former midwife, registered nurse, attorney, legal commentator and now author
who travels the world teaching the art and science of success to women’s groups and organizations.
At any given time you can find Owens volunteering at local community events in Coconut Grove. She
also hosts a local television talk show called “And the Women Gather” on Teleamerica Channel 88, as
well as a radio show on Blogtalk radio by the same name. She is the author of Daily Sustenance and
Everyday Grace Everyday Miracle living the life you were born to live.

Mary Lou Pfeiffer is the owner and operator of Pfeiffer Originals art glass studio, president and
partner in Caressa-me, an aromatherapy company, and a recipient of the FIU Alumni Torch Award.
She has served on the advisory boards for FIU’s College of Arts & Sciences and the Program in
the Study of Spirituality. Pfeiffer was the contributor of the Helen J. Dunnick Endowment to teach
American Indian Studies at FIU.

Suzanna M. Rose is the executive director of the School of Integrated Science and Humanity, as well
as professor of psychology. She previously served as chairwoman of the Department of Psychology
and director of the Women’s Studies Center at FIU. Prior to coming to FIU, she was a professor of
psychology and the director of Women’s Studies at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Rose has
published extensively on issues related to women and gender, including professional networks,
career development, leadership, and personal relationships. She has been a member of eight editorial
boards for journals in psychology and women’s studies and also served on APA grant panels.

Katy Sorenson is the president and CEO of The Good Government Initiative at the University of
Miami, a program to educate elected officials at the state and local level in the important issues
of governance. In 1994, she was first elected to represent District 8 on the Miami-Dade Board of
County Commissioners. She has been a staunch advocate for human rights, a champion of regional
cooperation, a leader in child welfare issues, and a promoter of the arts.
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